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DID GOD CALL

THE PASTOR?:
STORMY SCENES AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ..o B v

Trampling Upon The Right of The Members.‘
A Ringing Appeal. Law Laid. |

! whether he intended to continue
THE VOTE NOT UNANIMOUS.—THE ATTEMPT TO SET THE SALARY.
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THE CONVENTION
STILL HERE.

NO.
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ising to of order ba
n:dngw::igm_at

Jonathan t and

was to the
« & that the
minutes were not correct and should not
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reasons why the minutes - not be
l&!ﬂdlﬂim about fo give them
when he was ruled down by chair,

who to put thé vote te
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Many Resolutions Offered, N othing
As Yet Accomplished.

WorryingOver the Negro.

the question without asking ‘“‘are you

N

DEFEATED

BY THE RULE OF TH

E CHURCH.

EIGHTY-TWO ATTEMPT TORULE 2400. A PLEA FOR HARMONY.

The meeting of the First Bap-
tist Ohurch last Monday night was one
of the most stormy ever seen in this city.

who bave grown gray in the

service of the church shook their! heads

with the ever present reminder, “I told
80 "

E ty-two Fernnna out of a total
mem p of 2500 voted to pay the
newly called divine $1000 per annum
over the bitter protests of those who con
stituted the minority. At times a per-
sonal encountur seemed imminent be-

e !hrri.mnth Smith and Rev.
5, the

Dr. Jones. He did
gracefully and then wanted to con-
tinue the debate.

THE CAUSE OF THE TROUBLE.

* The'canses which have led to this de-
lorable state of affairs in this church
back about four months, when a
committee of 15, together with the board
of deacons were appointed to bring ina
name or names for the pastorate of the
church. The so-called cooperationists
seemed to have ed for an advantage.
The committee decided to report one
name and then it decided to report three
names, The fight began with the at-
tempt to kat]sg» name of Rev. Walter
H. S:ooha, G

from being gmnented
to the church. o’clock

It was about
in the morning before Deacon J. C. Far-
ley succeeded in having Dr. Brooks’
name placed there. 3

Upon a review of the vote, it was
found that two-thirds of the deacon
board fovored this distinguished pulpit
orator, who was at one timea member
of the First Baptist Church. This cauns-
ed the opposition to go to work and in a
way that astonished the oldest members
of the church. Male and female canvas-
sers went from door to door declaring the
virtues of Rev. W. T. Johnson, and in
many cases belittling the merits of Rev.
Dr. grunl..s This was further ag
vated by the open declaration of A
Henry G. Carter that he had 147 mem-
bers of Clubs and the C. E. Society
and 59 Sunday-School teachers pledged
to su Rev. Johinson. He later de-
that they had over 300 persons

ledged.

WHETHER MAN OR GOD CALLED.

As it was presumed that the pastor
was tolbe “God-called” and not “‘man-
called,” the effect of this declaration
‘was electrical and led Deacon J. O. Far-
ley to publish the now famous letter in
the PrLaxer, entitled “Why Call Dr,
Brooks."

to

The deacon board seeing that trouble
was imminent decided that Deacon
Thornton Wyatt, one of the most con-
servative of all of them should call the

ing to order and have the body to
elect its own chai X

June 8rd, was long to be

Monday night,
mmemgemd The rain fell in torrents. | Hill

There were only slight intermissions.
Despite all of this the females came
out in full force and it was found out
that the boastings of the Johnson sup-
ers were realized for at least 300

to one side of the charch.

THE RAIN FELL.

The rain tended to diminish the atten-
dance of the members who were untram
meled and they were slow gathering.

There was suddenly & commotion in
eneof the front seats when, Rev. Wat-
kins, who was a at the peniten-
tiary during the juster rule and is
now & canvasser for the True Reformers
arose and declared that it was time to
call the m to order. He m%m:-
ed that Brother R. T. Hill take the 3
and proceeded to take the vote without
asking, **Are you ready?"

In the meagtime n Thornton
Wyatt was anfinsem-hd obwrver.th'rhere
was & wave of approval among the or-
ganized clubs and they yelled a loud
aye.

j.i’olm Mitchell, Jr. was on his feet in
an instant such

DEACON FARLRY EXPLAINS.
In the midst gt ﬁl.ll._m J. 0. Far-

ley was vainly endeavoring to be heard,
while Chairman Thornton Wyatt was
endeavoring to secure order. He too was
msd. Finally ho was able to state that
son Wyatt was only there to take
the sense of the house as to who
should be its chairman. This did not
satisfy the crowd which became - worse
and worse. Females 'm«n'mw the
speakers asdid the males. er a
word was ken for Johnson, it wes
all-right. To speak for Brooks wq’v all-
wrong sccording to the vent the/gave
to their disa wval
W. 8, &‘m moved to mu.} Jthe
deacons and Clerk Vanderval stawed
the question

‘‘Are you gthu question?’’ John
 ifoha, Je. Obtagrind floor and de-

discourtasy, not
even by his political enemies during the
stormiest days of politics.

AGAIN INTERRUPTED.

During his remarks, a Johnson sap-
porter and a female, interrupted him by
telling him to sit down. This called for
a telling rebuke from Rev. R. Beecher
Taylor, who declared that he wouldn’t
submit to such conduct from his own
wife. He thought the speaker should be
Fem.u‘twd to proceed without interrupt-
.

One Johnson supporter offered to put
the speaker out and cries of Johnson!
Johnson ! were heard.

Mitchell calmly waited for order and
declared to the ir that he would not
speak until he secured it. Hecould not
be howled down. He had thé floor, he

had used respectful , he had
treated the chair and the body with con-
sideration and he "deman the same

favor.

He insisted that each speaker be per-
mitted tc proceed without interruption.

If any one d.i.lngreed, when he was
through, they could reply to him and he
would promise that they would not be
interrupted. In spite of this, Rev. Thom-
as H, Briggs, Rev. Wm. Cousins, Rev.
Watkins arose to points of order and
the & waited patiently while they
stated them. The crowd on the other
side yelled and the confusion reigned.

DECLINED TO PROCEED.

The speaker declined to proceed but
held the floor declaring he would not
speak until he obtained order. If this
were not given he would stay there, if
need be until 6 o'clock in the morni

Seeing that he meant what he said,
the Johnson leaders finally calmed their

supporters and Editor Mitchell
to discuss the motion. Rev. omas
H. White spoke and denounced the pro-

ceedings. The vote resulted in the
negative.

hen Deacon Wilder came forward
and announced that & motion had been
made that R. T. Hill take the chair, he
proceeded to put the vote without ask-

““Are yon ready for the gquestion ?”
mgtwhm'({ Oarter protested in vain. The
result was received with a shout from
the Johnson supporters. and Mr. R. T.
ill proceeded to the chair.

The routine business of the church
was transacted and then after the grant-
ing of the hand of fellowship to a mem-
ber the report of the ttee on pas-
tor was read by Deacon Geo. W. Lewis
and it was received. It recommended
to the church the names of Rev. A. W,
Pegues, Rev. Walter H. Brooks, D. D.,
and Rev. W. T. Johnson, B. D.

WANTED NO ILL FEELING.

The report was ‘received and then
adopted, Editor Mitchell moved that
the candidates be balloted for until one
received a majority of all the votes cast,

In order that satisfaction be given and
that there should be no cause for ill feel-
ing, he this course. Rev. R.
Beecher Taylor offered a substitute to
ir;f) the lowest candidate and it was car

Editor Mitchell reminded the chair-

" be seen Thelgg‘aum

Jto

disgraceful, that the mob-spirit was
transcendent. v

IT WOULDX'T Do,
Finally Chairman Hill, seeming to be
be convinced that it wounld not do, 80 in-
timated and the lieutenants acted and

ingonlyﬂveminnlesmchmtwospaak-
ers for each candidate. This was view-
ed with as in the Baptist Church
a pastor h office during good behav-
i?;;whichmybelengthenedimoalih

@
Deacon James Wilder offered a "letter
i’?b;hﬂtofﬂev. Pegues, and Prof. S,
. Vass
Davia, A. M. spoke in fay ot Row D
' ver . y

' Walter H. Brooks.

REV. DAVIS EMPHATIC,

Rev. Davis made one of the most im-
Baptiat. Chreh. e meiee Fizot
nounced the conduct of some of
present and
eat mhmﬂt eir attack upon one of
the most di ished pulpit orators
ever sent ont the First Baptist

Chuarch.

Rev. J. E. Jones, D. D., spoke in the
interest of Rev. W. T. Johnson, paying
him a glowing tribute and dnohr‘l;xhxm
t;;jaba a young man of sqmrliugI qualities.

remarks were greeted wi applanse,
Rev. R. J. Pass spoke.

The vote for Rev. A. W. Pegues was
19; Rev. W, H. Brooks, D. D., 181; and
Rev. W. T. Johnson, B. D., 869. The
chair declared Rev. Johnson elected.

There was the wildest confusion, chil-
dren from ei h:nﬂm of age upwards
yelled, han iefs were waved and
pandemoninm reigned.

As s0on as order could be partially se-
cured, Editor Mitchell arose and stated
that he had fought a good fight had fin-
ished his course and kept the faith.

COXDUCT DISGRACEFUL.

He declared that the course of certain
females had been disgraceful, but so far
he was personally concerned, he be-
lieved they ‘‘knew not what they did."
He forgave them. He was of the same
opinion—that the people there had made
a mistake

He was confident that they wonld see
their error, but to show that he had no
personal feeling in the matter, he wonld
move to make it unanimous, The mo-
tion was seconded and the question put.

Numbers of the supporters of Rev.l})r.
Brooks refused to vote to make it unani-
| mous and the

ried.
The fact was overlooked that a motion
make nnanimouns must be voted for
by everybody and a failure of one so
to do defeats the metion. So

T. Johnson was not unanimously
to the pastorate although it was so re-
corded.

The meeting adjourned.

THE OTHER MEETING.

As in the previous church mesting on-
ly 559 ns out of 2500 were present,
!and only 869 voted for Rev. W. T. John.
‘mn. 80 in the one held last Monday
night the small number in attendance
was a noticeable feature. It seemed that
many of the su of both Johnson
and %rooks become disgusted and
remained jaway. There was only one
member in the church at 8 o’clock and it

who supporied him. He that a
organization, S;ndha named it)
had been used in his interest. He said

said.
Althreat had been made to remove the
deacons.

THE CRY RAISED.

Rev. Taylor's motion prevailed, ‘sllow- '

in favor, while Rev. B.l
me to to you, that 1
IWM

be the prompti

those
them with the bas- |

v. W.|
called

—

rudi;;}r the question.’*
t been done om the last church
it.

to a point
to demand
ting that he had done aa Brother Mitel.
@ @ 88 -
ell t‘hﬂrguimchnimn Wilder

l Mibchell thléhu mast bave his
ruling ore could have anything on
which to base an appeal.  After .

. a ring-
ing protest, the chairman raled that re-

port of d ugvrvl::‘mlor.
Then, Clark B. P. ervall read a
* letter from Rev. W, T. .h!mmn, B. D.

It was as follows:
I

| REV. JOHNSON'S LETTER.
i LEXINGTON, VA% Jane 7, 1901,

To The First Bm CuurcH of

and load ot
e an ings o
the; Holy Spirit, |sh:ﬂ.bu my course to
pursue,

|

TO PRAY AS DID MOSES,

i I feel to pray as did Moses on one oc-
casion, “Lordsuffer one not to g0 up
hence anless thy ce go with me.”

The work of the church of God is sn
erior to all other work and eunaaqnentrg;
I firmly believe that the Holy Spirit
should influence the decision of God's

called servants in the performance of all
duﬁﬁs involved on the account of said
work.

| HOPES IT DID.

l I truly hope that the Holy Spirit ao-
tuated you in unanimously extending to
' me the call to pastor of your church. I
| have no foar whatever of ing this
entire matter in God's and abid-
i.n.%hin decision.
ell do I remember that God’s word
| teaches us, “Without Christ we can do
nof.h.i.nq. but with Christ we can do all
things."

Now, I request that you would
that the will guide me in
! the decision in this all important mat-
ter.

Ay

| A QUESTION OF FUNDS.

I take for ted that you will am-
videjlor y -4

PLY glig your Shepherd, although
'%331 not say in your letter of June 4,
‘h-.uaﬁngto hear from soon, I am,

Your servant in Oh Jesus,
W. T. Jomxsox.
P. 8. Iwill have to give m people
& o-uki‘l

where they sat could here three months notice sh
declared

=Y
16 Jonx 1«) hear from you.

1 come,
So you see how important it is for me

We k. J.

Deacon Harrison Smith desired to
know by what authority Rev. Johnson
had been notified. He observed that
the notification had been sent the da
after the church-meeting and the c:hu.rt-ﬂ
had not authorized any one to send such
notification. It was finally disclosed
that the clerk had sent it by  the direc-
tion of Chairman R. T. . Deacon
Smith entered his protest.

Rev. Dr. JéhE. : ones utataodl t-had’.r in
order to get the letter before
the church that he movm¥;: be re-
ceived for consideration, This was car-
ried. Upon this, Editor Mitchell ob-
tained the floor. He declared the letter
to be remarkable in many particulars.
He referred to its Godly spirit and ask-
ed if the news of the

at the other church-meeting

had not reached m, Va.
Brother T. H. Briggs obj . He
that er Il confine

WANTED ORDER.

He demanded that he be given order
and declared he would not

said the | |

g | sion or

National Law.

The Constitutional Convention is as
yot in session presumably although it
a8 adjourned for one week. ¥,
June 22, prayer was offered by Rev. E.
O. Gordon, D. D

Mr. Keezell submitted resolutions
which were referred to the Committee
on Taxation. Mr. Pollard offered reso-
lations to be referred to the .Committee
on Privileges and Elections. It related
to bribery and provided for its punish-
ment.

Mr. Boaz submitted a resolation to be
referred to the Committes on taxation,

providing that county treasurers shall
not be eligible to reelection for the ensu-
ing year.

THE QUESTION OF SUFFRAGE.

Mr. Meredith offered resolutions on the
election franchise, the and the
school fand. The me on the

franchise provided that no person shall

Constitution of Virginia or hasn't honora
bly served in the army and navy of the
Confedernte States from April "17th 81
to May Ist, '65, orin the army and navy
of the United States in time of war or
paid on or before the first of February
of the year which he shall offer to vote,
all state poll-taxes charged or afsessed
against him by this Constitution, or after
it shall go into effect. The smount of
| poll-tax is to be $3.00

It gives to the legislature the
within the next five years to qualify as
voter, the sons of any person who shall
have served in the army or navy of the
Confederate States or of the
States from 1861 to 1865, and if once so
qualified, the legislature shall have no
power to withdraw svch qualification.

It provides also for viva-vooe wvoting
and l’:ru the punishment for bribery.

Mr. les offered a resolution which
was referred to the Committee on Cor-
porations and also one to elect school sap-
erintendents by the people.

Mr. Hatton submitted a resolution to
the Committee on Elective Franchise
that no E.nd‘fo shall tice his profes-

old any other

ywer,

office, and also
one in favor of voting by the living
voice.

AFTER THE RIGHT TO VOTE.

Mr. McIlwaine submitted a resolution
to the Committee on Elgctive Franchise.
It provides for a vote by the living
voice and that the citizen be able
to read and write and have paid his tax-
es and alsoa $3.00 -tax. No person
who has served in the army and navy of
Virginia or of the United States or of
any stale thergof shall be debarred from
Yo s
Mr. Davis referred & resolution to the
Committee on Taxation and Finance
providing that it was wrong to be taxed
to support a Government without the
right to vote under that Government
and that the taxation of any of the peo-
ple of Virginin without owing them
the right to vote is no less t ¥ now
than it was when Patrick Henry said so
in 1776.

FROM MANCHESTER.

The iage of Miss Lillie R. Hick-
man to Mr. %m. E. Lewis on Wednes-
day morning at 11 o’'clock June 26th,
was a brilliant aﬂﬁr :g:ld it was conced-
ed By many to be the finest marriage ev-
er place in the First Bapt. Church
of this city. Dr. Binga Ferformed the
ceremony in his usual solumn manner.
Mr. O. Henry Jones presided at the or-
. 'The maids of honor were Bertha
?.n hes, Winnie S, Blackwell, Sallie
Ellam, Lillie Berthel. King and Martha
Ann Gray were flower girls. Ushers,
Chas Walthall, Chas. Armstead and W.

After the ceremeny the contracting
ies left on the 12 o’clock train for

na.l:l;flm. The presents were num-
rous )

=2

Mrs. Laura . King and her daughter,
Berthel, left the city(Manchester Va.
Inst Wednesds to visit Wash-
ington, I’hﬂnd‘.olphm. and New York.

The funeral of Rev. A. Binga, S8r., took
the First Baptist Church,
day morning, Rev. Wm. Troy offici-

7

REDE-OALE is a sure cure for Sore-
Eyee, Oatarrh, Chronic Diseases. I can
u-ifmmgwumh
ha ’
and Nashville, Tenn. A perfect cure is
guaranteed by

E

LYNCHING IN VIRGINIA.,

_LAWRENCEVILLE, VA., July 1.—
(Special.)—A lynching for an alleged at-
tempt to commit the “‘usual crime’™ was
the fate of Joseph Walton, a colored man
recently arrested in this connty,

He was taken from the coanty jail
Sunday night by a erowd of about fifty
men, carried four milcs to Ghols mville
Bridge, and then hanged.

THE JAILER'SSTATEMENT.

C. I. Mitchell, the jailer, was foroed
to deliver the prison keys to the mob.

He describes the affair as follows:

“Between 12 and 1 o’clock some men
knocked at my front door, and aroused
me. I went to the door, and opening it,
saw about fifty masked men,

eleotive |
vote who can not read any section of the'

United ‘

e o GAVEUP THE REYS

As soon as the door was opened some
one asked me for the jail keys.
+ *“Upon my inquiring whaf they wanted
j with them, several replied, It is none
of your business. The sooner you get
them the better for yon."

GUNS AND PISTOLS,

“All carried pistols or guns,
two. They made me
get the keys.™

Leaving a guard at Mr. Mitchell's
house to prevent him from giving an
alarm, the nocturnal visitors went to the
the jail, and finding the prisoner, tied

R e

except
go to my room and

THE ROPE AROUND THE NECK.

After adjusting & rope about his neck,
the men dragged him from his cell into
the jail yard and out into the street.

Then fastening the rope around his
; Reck to & jumper, they carried him to
| the bndT\- across the Meherrin river and
| hanged nm. Death was caused from
strangulation.

HANGED AT THE BRIDGE.

As soon as Mr. Mitchell was permitted
to leaye his house he went to the resi-
dence of Sheriff Turnbull, stated to him
what had happened, and the officers im-
mediately went in pursnit of tha mob,
but on reaching tha river they found the
:til(:ad body of the prisoner swinging from

e uoidge.

An inquest was held to-day, and the
verdict of the jury was that Walten
came to his death at the hands of an un-
known mob,

CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDPNCE.

The crime for which Walton lost Lis
life was committed last Thursday night
near Triplett Post-Office, in the South-
eastern portion of the county, and the
evidence against him was mostly circam
stantial. .

He was employed by Mr. J. H. Olarke
and slept on a pallet in the room occu-
pied by his sons.

THE GIRL SCREAMED.

He was in the room at 12 s'clock on
Thursday night, and at 2 when the
soreams of Miss COlarke aroused the
household, he was absent and found
some time later in the woods nearby.

Tracks leading from the window were
found to correspond with his.

Miss Clarke was asleep when the man
entered the room, but awoke when he
took hold of her. Her screams frighten-
ed him off before she could identify him.

She is a girl of only 18 years and re-
markably pretty.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

I hereby tender my resignation as sol-
icitor for the Col American Maga-
zine to take effect August 1, 1901,

Respectfually,
ANNA

WANTED—The present P. O. address
of John Orume, formerly of Co. O, 5th
United States colored cavalry.

TaBER & WHITEXAN,

Washington, D, O.

“LOVE YE ONE AN J—A
mnﬂdm;odtothemlynohm of the
ern  Negroes; ts each, 50cts per
dozen. P. O. address,
Ié'?sm 8. Fﬁu.n.
Soquel Ave.,
Santa Orus, Osl.

Brows,

8-22-4t.

—Miss L O. Reide, of Unity
Court, No. 189,

I

on the 19th instant,
tc spend the summer in Atlantic Qity,

s N.J.

Tryingto Evade the

—————— —

e

— S ————
MAMIE DELHOFFER AN IMPOS-
TER.

——

Information has

- - Jjust been received in
this city thron ed in

; gha letter r
trlt;:‘-}mlm Carroll, of u,lnun.?ﬁfms.nfe"

the woman calling herself M.n.m
Delhoffer, who is collecting monev t‘b‘):l::i
the churches of this city. and claiming
fo repesent the Industrial School and
home, conducted at that place by Ray,
Onrroll is an imposter and a dangerons
woman.  Rev. Oarroll says this woman
is also known as Mary Hill,
that some time ago she was taken ingo
this Home sick and kept until she re.
covered, but she has never been an
inmate of his school, and that she or no
one else has anthority to collect for his

institution. Rev. Carroll sq that heg
rions a8 ne I
catch up with her. He na}': tl:u- sh.

shonld(be turned over to th

e e city an .
ities, . thor

STEREOPTICAN V1 EWS

By Rev. Wm. Troy.

Patriotic lectures, life. like scenes
Uncle Tom and George }gl‘n.::‘n&::r
Antonio Maceo, colored soldiers in Cu-
ba and the late Civil War. Grapho-
dhone music to please all gat herings

ligions slides ex pressing the life of
Christ and the revelation of John upon
the Isle of Patmos, Ch urches and socie
ties can bo served with these scenes at
reasonable rates by applying to

Wa. Troy,

.. At the PLANET Office.
All applications will be promptly at-
tended to. Care Hon. John Mitchell,

PRYOR—Died at hér residence
Pulliam street, Tuesday, July 2, !%'NP'I lii
1:40, Mrs. Edith Pryor, widow of the
late Flemming Pryor. She leaves n
daughter and a host of relatives and
fnlggds rt:l mm]:ru their loss.

 Funeral took place from the Firs 3~
tist Church (ml‘:)ml ) Thursday, JEJ.IB\:!SL
1901, at 8 o'clock. &

BEAUTIFUL MARRIAGE.

The marriage of Miss Annie A John-
son to Mr. W. C. Banks tookx place at
the residenceof Mrs. A. C. Brown, 1206
W. Leigh St., June 24, 1901, at 7:30 P.
M. The parlors were brilliantly lighted
and decorated with palms, earnations
and roses.

At the hour appointed the maid of
honor, Miss Susie M. Johnson entered
on arm of the groom from the front,
while the bride entered from the back
on the arm of Mr. B. Wythe Taylor,
the best man. She met between the
folding doors where the ceremon ¥ was
performed by Rev. R. Wells.

The bride wore white organdy and the
groom, the usual black. After the cere-
mony, & magnificent reception was ten-
dered the bride and groom by Mzs, A, C.
Brown.

At9A. M., they left on* Pullman
Sleeper for Roanoke, their future home,
The presents were numerous and cost ly.

—Mr. H. 0. Gilliam, 1216 W. Leigh
8t. is improving after being confined to
his home for some time.

——Mrs. Julia Kendall is sick at her
home 1822 Moore St.

——Mrs. Elizabeth Mathews 808 N.
2nd St. is sick.

——J. H. Carraway of Wilmington N.
O. called on us.

—————————.
WEEK END RATES TO CLARKS-
VIILLE, VA.

—

Effective June 15th and continuing

until Sept.
26th, 1901, the Southern Railway will

uﬂrﬂsﬁmnndtripﬁokmﬁummoh-
derson and all ia]famadm :‘,Omm
arson

shoron.m:o?ip.ﬁcketaeobe tfod re-

ing dato of sak s
C. W. Westbury. D. P, A,

P e s -



